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1. DEPARTMENT HAS RECEIVED AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY NOTE WHICH 
STATES (MINUS HONORIFICS): 

QUOTE: THE EMBASSY OF AUSTRALIA HAS THE HONOUR TO REFER TO 
THE DEPARTMENT S AIDE MEMOIRE OF 14 NOVEMBER 1974 IN WHICH 
IT MADE KNOWN ITS UNDERSTANDING OF THE STATUS OF A PAPUA 
NEW GUINEA OFFICE IN WASHINGTON BEFORE THE INDEPENDENCE OF 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA. THIS UNDERSTANDING WAS REACHED DURING 
CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN PAPUA NEW GUINEA REPRESENTATIVES AND 
DEPARTMENT OFFICERS ON 24 OCTOBER 1974. 

FOLLOWING CONSULTATIONS WITH THE PAPUA NEW GUINEA AUTHORI- 
TIES AND PURSUANT TO RECENT DISCUSSIONS WITH THE DEPARTMENT 
THE EMBASSY OF AUSTRALIA WISHES FORMALLY TO REQUEST THE 
DEPARTMENT S APPROVAL FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PAPUA NEW 
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IF THIS REQUEST IS APPROVED, IT IS ENVISAGED THAT A SENIOR 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER OF THE PAPUA NEW GUINEA DEPARTMENT 
OF FOREIGN RELATIONS AND TRADE WOULD ARRIVE IN WASHINGTON 

ON 7 MARCH TO ASSIST IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN OFFICE. 
SHORTLY THEREAFTER. IT IS ENVISAGED THAT THREE OFFICERS 
OF THE PAPUA NEW GUINEA DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN RELATIONS 
AND TRADE WOULD COMMENCE ASSIGNMENTS IN WASHINGTON. THE 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA AUTHORITIES EXPECT THAT THE HEAD OF THE 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVE'S OFFICE, MR. 

J. MATANE, WOULD ARRIVE IN WASHINGTON ON 20 APRIL 1975. 

THE EMBASSY WISHES TO CONFIRM ITS UNDERSTANDING THAT 
BETWEEN THE TIME OF HIS ARRIVAL IN WASHINGTON AND THE 
DATE OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA'S INDEPENDENCE, MR. MATANE 
WOULD BE DESIGNATED FORMALLY AS MINISTER FOR PAPUA NEW 
GUINEA AFFAIRS IN THIS EMBASSY AND WOULD ALSO HAVE THE 
FUNCTIONAL TITLE OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA GOVERNMENT REPRE- 
SENTATIVE. OTHER PAPUA NEW GUINEA OFFICERS WOULD BE GIVEN 
APPROPRIATE DESIGNATIONS WITHIN THIS EMBASSY. END QUOTE. 

2. DEPARTMENT WILL SEND POSITIVE REPLY TO AUSTRALIAN 
NOTE ASAP. KISSINGER 
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